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Status 

I) 13 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 December 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) S Claim(s) 1.7-10.13-15 and 18 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1.7-10.13-15 and 18 is/are rejected. 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed in the Appeal Brief dated 12/07/2007, with respect to 
the rejection(s) of claim(s) 1,7-10, 13—15, and 18 has been fully considered and are 
persuasive. Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further 
consideration, a new ground(s) of rejection is made. Since this is a new grounds of 
rejection, which was not necessitated because of an applicant amendment, this action is 
non-final . 

Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objection 

Claims 7, 13, and 18 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
each of these dependent claims include "a graphical association designation". 
Throughout the specification only "an association designation" is discussed. The 
examiner in this office action will only consider the claims as including "an association 
designation" this interoperation may change after the reply of the applicant. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Claims 8, 9, and 14 are objected to because of the following informalities: each 
of these dependent claims include "an association designation". The claims from which 
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these claims depend already include "a graphical association designation" the 
examiner is unsure of if these association designation are the same since the 
specification does not mention "a graphical association designation". The examiner in 
this office action will only consider the claims as including "an association designation" 
this interoperation may change after the reply of the applicant. Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claims land 10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicants admitted prior art (hereinafter AAPA also Note: the document being used in 
the discussion below is the application as filed to rely to the pages and columns in the 
AAPA). 

Regarding claim 1, AAPA teaches a method for associating an image with a 
video file (page 2 lines 1 - 22; hybrid solution with multi-mode image file i.e. "described 
as "multi-mode" operation and can result in video files (i.e. multi-mode image files) 
being created that contain embedded high-resolution images"), the method comprising: 
creating a multi-mode image file by capturing sequences of relatively low-resolution 
images of an observed scene and capturing relatively high-resolution images of the 
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observed scene between the capturing of the sequences of relatively low-resolution 
images (page 2 lines 1 - 22; hybrid solution with multi-mode image file i.e. "described 
as "multi-mode" operation and can result in video files (i.e. multi-mode image files) 
being created that contain embedded high-resolution images"); extracting one of the 
relatively high-resolution images from the multi-mode image file (page 2 lines 1 - 22; 
extracting a high- resulation image from the multi-mode image file); identifying at least 
one of a filename or a storage location of the multi-mode image file (page 2 lines 1 - 
22; use the extracted image as a conventional still image in similar manner to an image 
captured using a standard digital still camera; it is inherent that a still image in a 
standard digital still camera will have a filename associated with it i.e. JPEG, BMP, etc. 
or any actual filename before the file extension given to an image by the user or 
computer); storing the extracted relatively high-resolution image as an independent 
image (page 2 lines 1 - 22; use the extracted image as a conventional still image in 
similar manner to an image captured using a standard digital still camera; it is inherent 
that a still image in a standard digital still camera is saved in some sort of memory); and 
storing an indication of the at least one of a filename or a storage location of the multi- 
mode image file as metadata associated with the extracted relatively high-resolution 
image (page 2 lines 1 - 22; use the extracted image as a conventional still image in 
similar manner to an image captured using a standard digital still camera; it is inherent 
that a still image in a standard digital still camera will have a filename associated with it 
i.e. JPEG, BMP, etc. or any actual filename before the file extension given to an image 
by the user or computer; this filename can be considered the indication metadata). 
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Regarding claim 10, AAPA teaches a system for associating an image with a 
video file (page 2 lines 1 - 22; hybrid solution with multi-mode image file i.e. "described 
as "multi-mode" operation and can result in video files (i.e. multi-mode image files) 
being created that contain embedded high-resolution images"), the system comprising: 
means for identifying at least one of a separate still image file a filename or a storage 
location of a multi-mode image file from which a relatively high-resolution image has 
been extracted (page 2 lines 1 - 22; use the extracted image as a conventional still 
image in similar manner to an image captured using a standard digital still camera; it is 
inherent that a still image in a standard digital still camera will have a filename 
associated with it i.e. JPEG, BMP, etc. or any actual filename before the file extension 
given to an image by the user or computer), the multi-mode image file comprising 
sequences of relatively low-resolution images of an observed scene and relatively high- 
resolution images of the observed scene that were captured between the sequences of 
relatively low-resolution images (page 2 lines 1 - 22; hybrid solution with multi-mode 
image file i.e. "described as "multi-mode" operation and can result in video files (i.e. 
multi-mode image files) being created that contain embedded high-resolution images"); 
and means for automatically storing an indication of the at least one of a filename or a 
storage location of the multi-mode image file as metadata associated with the extracted 
relatively high-resolution image (page 2 lines 1 - 22; use the extracted image as a 
conventional still image in similar manner to an image captured using a standard digital 
still camera; it is inherent that a still image in a standard digital still camera will have a 
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filename associated with it i.e. JPEG, BMP, etc. or any actual filename before the file 
extension given to an image by the user or computer; this filename can be considered 
the indication metadata). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 15 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicants admitted prior art (hereinafter AAPA also Note: the document being used in 
the discussion below is the application as filed to rely to the pages and columns in the 
AAPA) in further view of Examiners Official Notice. 

Regarding claim 15, AAPA teaches a system, the system comprising: logic 
configured to identify at least one of a filename or a storage location of a multi-mode 
image file from which a relatively high-resolution image has been extracted (page 2 
lines 1 - 22; use the extracted image as a conventional still image in similar manner to 
an image captured using a standard digital still camera; it is inherent that a still image in 
a standard digital still camera will have a filename associated with it i.e. JPEG, BMP, 
etc. or any actual filename before the file extension given to an image by the user or 
computer), the multi-mode image file comprising sequences of relatively low-resolution 
images of an observed scene and relatively high-resolution images of the observed 
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scene that were captured between the sequences of relatively low-resolution images 
(page 2 lines 1 - 22; hybrid solution with multi-mode image file i.e. "described as "multi- 
mode" operation and can result in video files (i.e. multi-mode image files) being created 
that contain embedded high-resolution images"); and logic configured to store an 
indication of the at least one of a filename or a storage location of the multi-mode 
image file as metadata associated with the extracted relatively high-resolution image 
(page 2 lines 1 - 22; use the extracted image as a conventional still image in similar 
manner to an image captured using a standard digital still camera; it is inherent that a 
still image in a standard digital still camera will have a filename associated with it i.e. 
JPEG, BMP, etc. or any actual filename before the file extension given to an image by 
the user or computer; this filename can be considered the indication metadata). 

However, AAPA fails to teach that the system is stored on a computer-readable 
medium. 

The examiner takes Official Notice that it is old and well known in the art that 
camera systems have some sort of computer-readable medium such as a CPU with 
ROM/RAM/ or some other sort of internal memory. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to use a internal computer-readable medium for operation 
of the camera system and/or buffering and/or saving of images. 

Claims 7 - 9 and 13 - 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Applicants admitted prior art (hereinafter AAPA also Note: the 
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document being used in the discussion below is the application as filed to rely to the 
pages and columns in the AAPA) in further view of Suzuki et al. (US PgPub 
2001/0015762). 

Regarding claim 7, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 1, AAPA 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, AAPA fails to teach a graphical association designation to the separate 
still image file extracted relatively-high resolution image that indicates to a user that the 
extracted relatively high-resolution image was extracted from a multi-mode image file. 
Suzuki et al., on the other hand teaches an association designation to how a group of 
images taken are related using icons. 

More specifically, Suzuki et al. teaches an association designation to how a 
group of images taken are related using icons (figure 3, 7, 9, and 11-18 and paragraph 
0017 et seq. multiple screens displaying image and image data that associates the 
image using icons). The invention of Suzuki et al. when combined with AAPA will 
produce a graphical association designation to the separate still image file extracted 
relatively-high resolution image that indicates to a user that the extracted relatively high- 
resolution image was extracted from a multi-mode image file. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Suzuki et al. with the 
teachings of AAPA because Suzuki et al. teaches paragraphs 0013 - 0025 that the 
invention will produce a improved way of associating images to image data and easily 
allowing a user to find images and associating image data to that image. 

Regarding claim 8, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 7, AAPA in 
further view of Suzuki et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

Additionally, Suzuki et al. teaches an association designation comprises adding 
an icon that is visible when the image of the still image file is viewed (figure 3, 7, 9, and 
11-18 and paragraph 0017 et seq. multiple screens displaying image and image data 
that associates the image using icons). The invention of Suzuki et al. when combined 
with AAPA will produce an association designation comprises adding an icon that is 
visible when the image of the separate still image file is viewed. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Suzuki et al. with the 
teachings of AAPA because Suzuki et al. teaches paragraphs 0013 - 0025 that the 
invention will produce a improved way of associating images to image data and easily 
allowing a user to find images and associating image data to that image. 

Regarding claim 9, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 7, AAPA in 
further view of Suzuki et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

Additionally, Suzuki et al. teaches an association designation comprises adding 
an indicator to the filename of the still image file (figure 3, 7, 9, and 11-18 and 
paragraph 0017 et seq. multiple screens displaying image and image data that 
associates the image using icons). The invention of Suzuki et al. when combined with 
AAPA will produce an association designation comprises adding an indicator to the 
filename of the separate still image file. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Suzuki et al. with the 
teachings of AAPA because Suzuki et al. teaches paragraphs 0013 - 0025 that the 
invention will produce a improved way of associating images to image data and easily 
allowing a user to find images and associating image data to that image. 

Regarding claim 13, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 10, AAPA 
teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

However, AAPA fails to teach means for adding a graphical association 
designation to the extracted relatively-high resolution image that indicates to a user that 
the extracted relatively high-resolution image was extracted from a multi-mode image 
file. Suzuki et al., on the other hand teaches an association designation to how a group 
of images taken are related using icons. 

More specifically, Suzuki et al. teaches an association designation to how a 
group of images taken are related using icons (figure 3, 7, 9, and 11-18 and paragraph 
0017 et seq. multiple screens displaying image and image data that associates the 
image using icons). The invention of Suzuki et al. when combined with AAPA will 
produce means for adding a graphical association designation to the extracted 
relatively-high resolution image that indicates to a user that the extracted relatively high- 
resolution image was extracted from a multi-mode image file. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Suzuki et al. with the 
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teachings of AAPA because Suzuki et al. teaches paragraphs 0013 - 0025 that the 
invention will produce a improved way of associating images to image data and easily 
allowing a user to find images and associating image data to that image. 

Regarding claim 14, as mentioned above in the discussion of claim 13, AAPA in 
further view of Suzuki et al. teaches all of the limitations of the parent claim. 

Additionally, Suzuki et al. teaches an association designation comprise at least 
one of means for adding an icon that is visible when the image of the still image file is 
viewed and means for adding an indicator to the filename of the still image file (figure 3, 
7, 9, and 11 - 18 and paragraph 0017 et seq. multiple screens displaying image and 
image data that associates the image using icons). The invention of Suzuki et al. when 
combined with AAPA will produce an association designation comprise at least one of 
means for adding an icon that is visible when the image of the separate still image file is 
viewed and means for adding an indicator to the filename of the separate still image file. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Suzuki et al. with the 
teachings of AAPA because Suzuki et al. teaches paragraphs 0013 - 0025 that the 
invention will produce a improved way of associating images to image data and easily 
allowing a user to find images and associating image data to that image. 

Claim 18 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Applicants admitted prior art (hereinafter AAPA also Note: the document being used in 
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the discussion below is the application as filed to rely to the pages and columns in the 
AAPA), in further view of Examiners Official Notice, and in further view of Suzuki et al. 
(US PgPub 2001/0015762). 

However, AAPA in further view of Examiners Official Notice fails to teach logic 
configured to add an a graphical association designation to the separate still image file 
extracted relatively-high resolution image that indicates to a user that the extracted 
relatively high-resolution image was extracted from a multi-mode image file, the 
association designation comprising at least one of an icon that is visible when the 
image of the separate still image file is viewed and an indicator to the filename of the 
separate still image file. Suzuki et al., on the other hand teaches an association 
designation to how a group of images taken are related using icons. 

More specifically, Suzuki et al. teaches an association designation to how a 
group of images taken are related using icons (figure 3, 7, 9, and 11-18 and paragraph 
0017 et seq. multiple screens displaying image .and image data that associates the 
image using icons). The invention of Suzuki et al. when combined with AAPA will 
produce logic configured to add an a graphical association designation to the separate 
still image file extracted relatively-high resolution image that indicates to a user that the 
extracted relatively high-resolution image was extracted from a multi-mode image file, 
the association designation comprising at least one of an icon that is visible when the 
image of the separate still image file is viewed and an indicator to the filename of the 
separate still image file. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teachings of Suzuki et al. with the 
teachings of AAPA in further view of Examiners Official Notice because Suzuki et al. 
teaches paragraphs 0013 - 0025 that the invention will produce a improved way of 
associating images to image data and easily allowing a user to find images and 

» 

associating image data to that image. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Habuta et al. (US PgPub 2003/0151767) teaches associating images and a 
single image taken from these images using icons. 

Kobayashi et al. (US PgPub 2002/0191079) teaches associating images and a 
single image taken from these images using icons. 

Konno et al. (US PgPub 2003/0023347) teaches associating images and a single 
image taken from these images using icons. 

Kunishige (US patent No. 6,092,023) teaches associating images and a single 
image taken from these images using icons. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Usman Khan whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
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1131. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Thru 6:45-4:15; Fri 6:45-3:15 or 
Alt. Fri off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Ometz can be reached on (571 ) 272-7593. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 4 automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Usman Khan 
02/25/2008 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



